
Year 2 Parent Workshop

English – Reading and Spelling



Reading



Home Reading at Bessemer

 We expect children to read at home 
for 15 minutes everyday

 Children take home a levelled 
reading book which is matched to 
the sounds they have been taught in 
phonics

 All children will have their book 
changed at least once per week

 You can record all reading in the 
home reading diary

 Children receive stickers and 
certificates each week to reward 
home reading



Reading in class
Quality texts

 All English lessons are based around a quality text. Children get an in-depth 

understanding of the text through: shared reading of the text, choral re-telling, carrying 

out reading, writing, drama and SPaG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) tasks linked to 

the story and the characters. 

Book Club 

This is a group reading activity, where the teacher facilitates discussion between the 

children about a shared text. It is aimed at giving children the opportunity to talk about 

a book – likes, dislikes, questions and links and encourage enjoyment in reading. 

Whole class reading comprehension lessons begin to take place 2x weekly from Autumn 

2 (based on the class text). Based on the ‘VIPERS’ (see subsequent slide).

1:1 Reading in Year 2 

• Once a week each child has 1:1 reading with the class teacher

• Daily reads continue for children working below age related expectations

Story Time

At the end of the day, children share a book as a class.



Supporting your child beyond phonics

Reception and KS1 reading strategies

Phonics and decoding -> fluency
KS2 reading strategies Comprehension



Expectations for reading at the end of year 2

• Blending sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, recognising alternative sounds for 

graphemes.

• Can read most of the common exception words for Year 1 & 2 independently. 

• Read accurately most words of two or more syllables 

• Read most words containing common suffixes*   ( ed ing    ly)

• To explore the meaning of new words. 

 In age-appropriate books, the pupil can: 

• read most words accurately without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently to allow them 

to focus on their understanding rather than on decoding individual words 

• explain what they have read so far, checking it makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading 

• sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation

• Can make inferences and predictions based on what they have read.

• To explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material both those listened to and 

those they have read for themselves. 

• Can recite poems by heart and use tone and expression when reading poetry.

• Can retell a wider range of stories: fairy stories and traditional tales using story language and a range of 

sequencing words that reflects a clear beginning, middle and end.

• Can interpret punctuation when reading (i.e. inverted commas, exclamation and questions marks).

• Demonstrates an awareness of the differences between texts from fiction (traditional and fairy tales) to 

non-fiction (information texts, dictionaries) to poems

• Fluency in word 

reading and 

comprehension

• Explaining

• Sequencing

• Inferring

• Predicting

• Retelling

• *listening to stories 

ALSO extremely 

important

• Variety of reading 

material



Developing 

comprehension skills at 

home



Vocabulary

Try these strategies to help your children learn new 

vocabulary:

 Discuss what they mean with your child, use a 

dictionary or google

 Put the word into context and explain what class 

of word it is e.g. noun, verb, adjective.

 Make a note in the reading diary or a separate log 

of new words from your reading  

 Try to revisit the word when you next read, it 

takes 12-20 exposures for a child to learn a new 

word.



Reluctant Readers

 Lots of praise! Try to use the sticker/certificate system to 
motivate them.

 Have a set time when you read every day, use a 15 minute timer 
so they know how long they have to do it for

 Make reading special e.g. in a special space, ask them to read to 
teddies or pets or siblings

 Build in a reward time or their own choice for after they have 
read 

 Take turns reading; modelling good reading habits, make reading 
an enjoyable time together

 Show them the benefits of reading, e.g. they could read a card 
someone sent you, they can read comics and magazines, 

 Share your own enthusiasm for reading



Writing



Handwriting

 We continue to teach explicit handwriting 

lessons daily in year 2

 We are currently securing letter formation 

and will move on to teaching joins later this 

term 

 Children will progress in handwriting at 

different rates, but if your child is keen and 

wants to practise at home, they can use letter 

join on a device



Phonics and Spelling

 We teach spelling everyday

 All children who have secured phonics up to 

phase 5 (passed the Y1 phonics screening) will 

begin on Pathways to Spelling in year 2.

 If they have not yet passed their phonics 

screening, they will also have a phonics 

catch-up lesson in addition to Pathways to 

Spelling



Pathways to Spelling

 Based on National 

Curriculum 

 Built in review of 

previously taught 

sounds and spelling 

rules



Phonics and spelling at home

Practise the week’s spelling words to support work in class 

Practise the sounds / 

tricky words sent home



Spelling activities at home

Here are some activities you can do with your child to make 
the practise of learning the spellings more exciting

 Create an illustrated dictionary of the spellings they have 
learnt

 Word shapes – you draw the outline of the shape and they 
have to guess which word it is

 Rainbow write – write each letter in a different colour

 Speed write – write as many times as you can in one 
minute

 Write the word in 5 different sentences

 Pyramid write

 How many other words can you think of that follow the 
pattern?

 Rhyming words/words that sound like

 Make a silly story with all the words



Thank you for 

coming.

Any questions?



National Curriculum Spelling Appendix



Phonics Sound Mats



Tricky words mats 
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