


Year 2 Parent 
Workshop

English

Reading and writing





Reading





Reading at Bessemer

▪ We expect children to read at home for 

15 minutes everyday

▪ All children will have their book changed 

at least once per week, you can record 

other reading in the home reading diary

▪ Year 2 will begin reading 

comprehension twice per week from 

autumn 2

▪ We regularly read for pleasure





Expectations for reading at the end of 
year 2





Supporting your child beyond phonics





Vocabulary

Try these strategies to help your children learn new vocabulary:

▪ Make a note in the reading diary or a separate log of new words from your reading –

discuss what they mean with your child, use a dictionary or google, put the word into 

context and explain what class of word it is e.g. noun, verb, adjective.

▪ Try to revisit the word when you next read, it takes 12-20 exposures for a child to 

learn a new word.





Reluctant Readers

▪ Try to use the sticker/certificate system to motivate them

▪ Have a set time when you read every day, use a 15 minute timer so they know 

how long they have to do it for

▪ Make reading special e.g. in a special space, ask them to read to teddies or pets 

or younger siblings

▪ Show them the benefits of reading, e.g. they could read a card someone sent 

you, they can read comics and magazines, try to share your own enthusiasm for 

reading





Writing





Handwriting

▪ We teach explicit handwriting lessons three times 

per week and teach it in writing lessons four 

times per week

▪ We are currently securing letter formation and 

will move on to teaching whole classes to join 

later this term or in spring term

▪ If your child is already trying to join, encourage 

them but try to show them how





Handwriting at home

▪ Letter join

▪ https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop_edition/home/index

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop_edition/home/index




Phonics and spelling
▪ We teach phonics or spelling everyday

▪ All children will begin with phonics, if they passed their phonics 

screening they will stay with their teach and review phase 5.

▪ If they have not yet passed their phonics screening, they will join 

children and teachers in year one to focus on whichever phase 

they need to.

▪ After half term, children who have passed their phonics 

screening will move on to spelling which is based on national 

curriculum expectations.





Phonics and spelling at home

Here are some activities you can do with your child to make the practise of 

learning the spellings more exciting

▪ Create an illustrated dictionary of the spellings they have learnt

▪ Word shapes – you draw the outline of the shape and they have to 

guess which word it is

▪ Rainbow write – write each letter in a different colour

▪ Speed write – write as many times as you can in one minute

▪ Write the word in 5 different sentences

▪ Pyramid write

▪ How many other words can you think of that follow the pattern?

▪ Rhyming words/words that sound like

▪ Make a silly story with all the words





Thank you for 

coming.

Any questions?
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