
Parent Reading 
Workshop
Years 3&4



Parent's Reading Workshop

• Home Reading Expectations

• Big Cat Reading Books 

• Phonics in Year 3 and 4 

• What reading looks like in Years 3 and 4 

• Reading for Pleasure

• Other reading opportunities across the school 



Home Reading 

• Reading record- In school every day 

• Daily reading at home – Every day for 15 -20 
minutes. 

• Big Cat levelled reading book. 

• Parents should sign the reading diary after every 
read.

• Children need to read to an adult.  

• Expectation is that children are able to read the 
book with a fair amount of fluency and ease. 



Big Cat Reading Books  

The reading bands:

• Colour bands help us to guide children through 
increasingly challenging texts. 

• Tool to ensure children are reading books appropriate 
to their current ability level.  

• Not the most important part of reading, regular 
practise is the key to improvement rather than how 
quickly they advance through the levels. 



The Aims

• Comprehension – Ability to grasp meaning 
behind the words. Understanding of the 
story, characters and key ideas

• Vocabulary – Being exposed to and 
understanding new words in order to 
broaden vocabulary. 

• Critical thinking skills- beyond 
understanding the basic plot or decoding 
words—which involve analysing, 
questioning, and making connections 
within the text. 



How to support reading 

• Encourage Daily Reading for Pleasure: Let children 
choose books they enjoy, even if they’re slightly "easier" 
or just outside their band. Any reading is good reading!

• Create a Positive Reading Environment: Share books 
together as a family and make reading time a fun and 
relaxing experience.

• Talk About Books: Discuss the stories, characters, and 
themes with your child. Ask them what they enjoyed, 
what surprised them, or what they think will happen 
next.



Reading Rewards

Aim: To encourage positive reading habits

Reward Scheme: 

• 5 reads = Bronze Sticker, 

• 10 reads = Silver Sticker, 

• 15 reads = Gold Sticker. 

• 50 reads = Class Certificate, 

• 100 reads = Assembly Certificate.



Phonics for Year 3 and 4

Phonics Support: 

• Children who are still 
working on phonics will 
receive phonetically 
decodable books. 

• Books are ‘just below’ 
children’s current 
phonics level to support 
fluency and progress.



What Does Reading Look like in Year 3 and 4?

• Whole Class Reading /VIPERS

• Guided Reading

• Reading for Pleasure (Story Time)

• Daily Reads

• What Meeting Expectation looks like in Year 3 and 4.



Reading everyday

• Creates a culture of reading

• Promotes reading for pleasure 

• Gets children accustomed to 
reading intently for longer 
periods of focused time

• Children view themselves as ‘a 
reader’

• Helps children calm down and 
get focused after transitions 

Proven power of reading

•Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive development than their 

parents' level of education and is a more powerful factor in life achievement than socio-

economic background. 6

16-year-olds who choose to read books for pleasure outside of school are more likely to 

secure managerial or professional jobs in later life. 7

•Having books in the home is associated with both reading enjoyment and confidence. Of 

children who report having fewer than 10 books in their homes, 42% say they do not like 

reading and only 32% say they are 'very confident' readers. For children who report 

having over 200 books at home, only 12% say they do not like reading and 73% consider 

themselves 'very confident' readers. 8

•Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain 

higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less 

regularly. 9

The Reading Agency

https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn6
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn7
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn8
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn9


Whole Class Reading

• Based on English text

• Supports writing tasks

• 2 / 3 times per week

• Read text as a class – discuss text and ensure understanding 

• Practice answering questions using VIPERS structure

• Once per term- unseen reading assessment  



Whole Class Reading



Guided Reading

• Remaining 2/3 days per week

• Children sit in small groups

• 1 group pe-reading task

• 1 group- book talk with teacher 

• Everyone else- reading for pleasure



Reading for Pleasure

• Book corners

• Library trips 

• Reading events (Poetry day, Book Week, author talks/ events)

• Book swap (main entrance foyer)

• Class novel (children vote on book)

• Many opportunities to read for pleasure throughout the day



Daily reading 1-2-1 reading

• Any child working below age related expectations- reads with 
adult every day.

• Develops confidence and fluency

• Helps to close the gap

• All children read with weekly (through Guided Reading/ Whole 
class reading)



What does ‘meeting expectations’ look like?



What does ‘meeting expectations’ look like?



Other Reading Opportunities 

• National Poetry Day 

• Buddy Reading

• Weekly Library visits

• Student Readers 

• 1-1 daily reads 

• Pop up book shop 

• Parent reading volunteers 

• Swap library in Foyer 

• After School Reading Club 

• Author Visits 

• Word Book Day dress up 

• Classroom library 

• Book Fair 

• Story Time – where children 
vote on the text that they 
would like to hear in class. 



Key Takeaways 
• Celebrate progress not perfection - Every child 

progresses at their own pace. Focus on the joy of 
reading, not the reading band or level.

• Daily practise makes a difference: 20 minutes of reading 
a day can have a huge impact. Celebrate the effort, 
not just the outcome.

• Talk about books together: Engage in conversations 
about what your child is reading. Ask questions, talk 
about unknown words, discuss characters, and share 
your own love for stories.



Useful Websites

• https://www.thereaderteacher.com/

• https://storylineonline.net/

• https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-
families/

• https://www.booktrust.org/familyresources/

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/
https://storylineonline.net/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-families/
https://www.booktrust.org/familyresources/


If you have any questions or queries 
about reading please ask your child’s 
class teacher or email the school office

Thank you


