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AIMS

• To understand how phonics and reading are taught at Bessemer and 

across the Gem Federation

• Explain the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

• Share ideas and resources which you can use to support your child at 

home 



WHAT IS PHONICS?

• The alphabet contains only 26 letters. Spoken English uses about 42 

sounds.  We call these phonemes.

• These phonemes are represented by letters (graphemes). In other 

words, a sound can be represented by a letter (e.g. ‘s’ or ‘h’) or a 

group of letters (e.g. ‘sh’ or ‘ear’)

• Once children begin learning sounds, they are used quickly to read 

and spell words. 



PHONICS TERMS

• Phoneme (sound)

• Grapheme (letter formation) e.g. sh

• Segmenting (breaking word into sounds)

• Blending (putting sounds together to make words)



SOME TERMINOLOGY

Digraph- 2 letters making one sound cow the children should say this as 
c-ow and not c-o-w

Trigraphs- 3 letters making one sound night the children should say this 
as n-igh-t and not n-i-g-h-t which does not sound like night.

Split digraphs- 2 vowels with a consonant in between. Sometimes this 
can be known as the magic e…  spine - i_e home – o_e cube –
u_e



HOW WE TEACH PHONICS

• Children have a 20 minute phonics lesson everyday.

• Children are taught to read by breaking down words ‘graphemes’ 

into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. 

• They are then taught how to blend these sounds together to hear 

and read the whole word. 



PHONICS IS TAUGHT IN PHASES:
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WHAT YOU CAN DO AT HOME TO HELP 
YOUR CHILD TO READ AT HOME…
• Play ‘I spy’ using sounds as well as letter names, e.g. ‘I spy something beginning with sh’.

• Create a sound box. Ask your child to find things around the house containing a certain sound. (They 
could draw pictures and write the words too)

• Sound sort- you write words and have your child read them and sort them into the different 
columns.  

• Matching Rhymes- Give your child a word and ask them to write down rhyming words containing the 
same sounds.

• Segment words and have your child blend them back together

• Play dough- Get your child to make words or sounds out of play dough.

• Play Buried Treasure- sorting real words/ nonsense words

• Write your own alien words- child to read these/ sort them into their sound groups

• Continue reading at home with your child.

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-make-salt-dough-recipe
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W H AT  I S  T H E  
P H O N I C S  
S C R E E N I N G  
C H E C K ?



• It is a statutory phonics screening that every Year 1 child will be 

taking in June.  

• The check consists of a list of 40 words.  

• Half of these are real words and half nonsense words.

• The nonsense words will be shown to your child with a picture of 

an alien. This makes the check a bit more fun, and it also provides 

the children with a context for the nonsense word which is 

different to any existing vocabulary they may have.

It is not a reading test!



• The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete 

during phonics lessons and it will be done with the class teacher.

• The focus of the check is to ensure that all children can read by the 

end of Year 2. 

• The Year 1 screening (mid point) will provide evidence to help 

teachers plan for Year 2.



Why Pseudo Words/non- words / nonsense words / alien words?

Non-words are important to include as they can’t be read using their vocabulary or from memory; they 
have to use their decoding skills. This is a fair way to assess all children’s ability to decode.



WHAT THE CHILDREN DO

• The check will take 4 to 9 minutes to 

complete.

• They will be asked to ‘sound out’ a 

word and blend the sounds together. 

e.g. d-o-g – dog.  Sh-i-p - ship

The check will consist of 40 words and 

non-words. Children will be told if the 

word is a real or ‘alien’ word, with a 

corresponding alien image. 



HOW IT WILL TAKE PLACE

• Teachers will conduct all of the screening checks with the children 

in a quiet area of the school.

• The children are already familiar with this routine.

• Teachers are not allowed to tell children at the time of the check 

whether they have correctly sounded out and/ or blended the 

word.



THE RESULTS

• We will inform you of the results on your child’s end of year report 

in the Summer.

• If your child’s score falls below the national standard they will be 

supported and will complete the screening again in year 2.



OTHER THINGS YOU CAN DO TO HELP…

• In school we are continually checking your children’s phonic development within our approach to 

the assessment of reading.   But there are a number of things that you can do to support early 

reading skill development at home.

• Let your child see you enjoying reading yourself – they are influenced by you and what you value!

• Immerse your child in a love of reading: share books and magazines with your child, take them to the 

library to choose books, read to them regularly,.

•

Make time for your child to read school books to you regularly.  These are decodable and at their 

phonics level.

• Encourage them by pointing to the words and ask them about the story they are reading.



USE READING STRATEGIES

Encourage your child to 

spot the tricky sound 

(using eagle eyes) 

in the word first, before 

they read it.



WHAT ELSE YOU CAN DO TO HELP…

Children can practise their phonics by playing 
games online. They can choose phase 3, 4, or 5 
e.g

- Buried Treasure
- Pop deck Pirates 
- Dragons’ den

Through Phonics Play 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


QUESTIONS?


