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This Year’s Class Assembly Dates 
 

Class assemblies take place at 9.15 am on Thursday mornings and last for about 15 minutes. Parents and 
carers are invited to come along and watch their children present their learning from their half termly topic.  
  

Years 1,2 and 3 Years 4,5 and 6 

Thursday 21st November 1NS Thursday 28th November 5FM 

Thursday 30th January 3/4BW Thursday 6th February 6LM 

Thursday 13th February 2SD Thursday 13th March 6KL 

Thursday 20th March 2LT Thursday 27th March 4BG 

Thursday 3rd April 3LS Thursday 8th May 5RS 

Thursday 15th May 3NI Thursday 22nd May 4GS 

Thursday 5th June 1ST Thursday 12th June 6SB 

Thursday 19th June  Thursday 26th June 5OF 

Thursday 3rd July 1JM   

 



News and Reminders 
 
Instagram 
 

For more updates about what’s going on at Bessemer and insights into our creative  
and practical curriculum, follow us on Instagram! 
 
@bessemerprimaryschool 
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Upcoming Events for the Spring Term: 
 

27.3.25 – 03.04.25 – Book fair in the bottom lobby before and after school 
31.03.25 – Nursery reading workshop for parents and carers, 9.15am 
31.03.25 – Year 6 residential trip meeting for parents and carers, 5pm 
01.04.25 – Years 3 and 4 trip to The British Museum  
02.04.25 – Year 3 ballet workshop in school 
03.04.25 – Nursery trip to The Unicorn Theatre 
03.04.25 – Years 3 and 4 author talk in school and after school book signing 
03.04.25 – Year 1 trip to Crystal Palace Park 
04.04.25 – Last day of term (finish at usual time, ASC running as normal) 
 

Summer Term Diary Dates: 
 

23.04.25 – Children return to school 
23.04.25 – Year 6 violin concert at The Barbican after school 
24.04.25 – Year 1 Wildlife Centre trip 
07.05.25 – Year 1 to JAGS music festival 
09.05.25 – Years 1 and 2 athletics afternoon at JAGS 
10.06.25 – Year 4 cricket festival 
 

Please check this page weekly as dates will be added throughout the term.  
 

Spring Term Library Visits 
 

Each term every class has the opportunity to visit Grove Vale library. Children spend some time exploring the 
library, younger children often have a story session and then all children borrow a book to bring back to 
school with them. If you are able to accompany your child’s class on their library visit please speak to their 
class teacher.  
        

 10.20-11.00  10.20-11.00 

Thurs 9th Jan 6LM Thurs 27th Feb 3LS 

Fri 10th Jan 6MS Fri 28th Feb 2LT 

Thurs 16th Jan 6SB Thurs 6th March 2SD 

Fri 17th Jan 5RS Fri 7th March 1JM 

Thurs 23rd Jan 5FM Thurs 13th March 1NS 

Fri 24th Jan 5OF Fri 14th March 1ST 

Thurs 30th Jan 4GS Thurs 20th March Moonbeam 

Fri 31st Jan 4BG Fri 21st March Sunshine 

Thurs 6th Feb 3/4BW Thurs 27th March Ladybird 

Fri 7th Feb 3NI Fri 28th March Butterfly 

 

https://www.instagram.com/bessemerprimaryschool/


News and Reminders 
 
Saying Goodbye 
 

Almost unimaginably, the time has come to say goodbye to Colin. Colin has worked at Bessemer for 19 years 
and in many ways is the heart of our school, knowing where everything is, how it all works and what to do 
when it doesn’t! He is often the first port of call when things go wrong and is unfailingly calm, resourceful 
and dependable. As well as his invaluable work in the premises department Colin also works with the 
children in the playground, successfully managing the balance of firmness and kindness (while indulging his 
love of football at the same time!) and is just as popular and loved by the children as he is by the staff. I 
know that parents and carers are also hugely grateful to Colin for all the work he does to support school 
fairs and other events and I think you will all share our overriding sentiment at the moment – what in the 
world are we going to do without him?!  
 

There is no way to thank Colin enough for everything he has done above and beyond the call of duty over 
the years and no words to express quite how much he will be missed, but we send him on his way with all 
our love and thanks and the very best wishes for his new adventure. We hope he’ll come back and visit us 
soon! 
 
Inclusion Update – a message from Lori 
 

We’d like to say a huge thank you to Bessemer parent Clare Saoul, who organised another guest speaker for 
the children this week. Alice Kell, who is an award-winning illustrator and a passionate advocate for 
neurodiversity came to Key Stage 2’s assembly on Tuesday and shared her experience as an illustrator, 
including some of the challenges and strengths she has experienced due to her dyslexia. The children were 
lucky enough to view some of her work which is not even available to the public yet. Many questions were 
asked with children feeling empowered to continue to advocate for their needs, and the needs of others. 
 

                                       
 

Please see the flyers at the end of the newsletter for details of an Autism Acceptance Month coffee morning 
taking place next week and the next National Autistic Society monthly coffee morning. 
 
Book Fair 
 

There is a book fair selling books in the lobby outside the bottom hall every day until Thursday next week. 
The book fair is open from 8.30-8.55am and 3.30-4.00pm on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and from 
8.30-8.55am on Thursday. Children who attend After School Club and want to buy a book will be taken to 
the book fair during their ASC session, if you would like your child to do this please give their spending 
money to the school office in a named envelope.  
 

On Thursday author Abiola Bello will be in the 3/4 playground after school selling and signing copies of her 
new book Wild Magic. 
 

Don’t forget, you can also use the free lending library outside the school office to make sure your child 
always has a good book on the go! 
 

 

 

  



Sharing Children’s Learning 
Demonstrating our core values of being Creative and Practical and Connected to the Community 

 

Children in Year 2 enjoyed an interactive workshop from Teach it Thru Drama this week. The children were 
transported to the battle fields of The First World War where they learnt all about the work of Edith Cavell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Sharing Children’s Learning 
Demonstrating our core values of being Creative and Practical  

 

Children in Year 5 had a great time preparing Mexican inspired food this week as part of their North America 
– Mexico topic. 
 
               
 
 
         
 
 
 
     



  

Sharing Children’s Learning 
Demonstrating our core values of being Creative and Practical and Connected to the Community 

 

Children in Years 5 and 6 took part in an intra school challenge day on Monday which was a fun team 
building exercise and an opportunity to develop their collaboration and leadership skills. 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

Word of the Week 
 

Word of the Week is all about developing children’s vocabularies by increasing the number of words they 
know and use. Making these challenging words part of their vocabulary improves children’s speaking and 
listening, reading and writing skills.   
 

The Word of the Week next week is evasive. Please help your child to find out the meaning of the word and 
try using it in different ways in sentences.  
 

Try to use the word of the week as much as possible so that it becomes part of your child’s vocabulary. 
Children will receive gems in school for using the word in their speech and writing and for explaining its 
meaning and origin.  
 

F@B Update 
 

Today is Colin’s last day with Bessemer.  
 

Thank you Colin, for everything! We are so grateful to you for all your brilliant help and support with F@B 
events. We wish you and Amy and the girls all the best for your move to Sheffield - we’ll miss you!  
 

Online Safety Tip of the Week 
 
Banning Smartphones 
Secondary Schools often now have Smartphone bans and there is a strong chance this will be rolled out to all 
schools in Southwark. 
 

There has been a lot of recent debate about children and young teens using smartphones. Studies have 
reported that 99% of children are regularly spending time online, and 9 out of 10 children own a mobile 
phone by the time they are 11. Additionally, children from the ages of 8 upwards are accessing social media 
accounts and some are even holding their own accounts (despite most social media platforms like TikTok, 
Instagram and Facebook having age limits of 13 and upwards). 
 

Reports show that three-quarters of children state they have experienced harm online, and that smartphone 
use contributes to a decline in mental health and well-being, and exposure to harmful content.   
 

Many parent groups and campaigners are fighting to protect young children from these potential harms by 
calling for a ban on smartphones for under 14's.  
 

You can explore more on this topic by following these links: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-68838029   
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cdp-2024-0103/  
https://www.cune.edu/news/examining-effect-smartphones-child-development  
 

Does your child have a smartphone? 
How do you set limits and monitor what they are accessing? Many parents and guardians have turned to 
monitoring apps. Read the article below to find out more about the issue of using monitoring apps for your 
child's phone. 
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/monitoring-apps-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers/  
There are many different monitoring apps available, but it is important to research and choose one that is 
most suitable for you. Here are two examples, for iPhones and Android: 
Apple's Monitoring app: 
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/parental-control-app-ourpact/id954029412  
Google monitoring app: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.qustodio.family.parental.control.app.screentime&hl=en
_US&pli=1  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-68838029
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cdp-2024-0103/
https://www.cune.edu/news/examining-effect-smartphones-child-development
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/monitoring-apps-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/parental-control-app-ourpact/id954029412
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.qustodio.family.parental.control.app.screentime&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.qustodio.family.parental.control.app.screentime&hl=en_US&pli=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Have a great weekend! 

Elizabeth 
 

                                           Celebrations!                                                                         

 Certificates 
 Star Writer Mathematician Presenter Scientist 

Sunshine Henry Mathew Ricardo   

Moonbeam Romai Ursula Liam   

1JM Rex Janaya Storm Clem  

1NS Felix Florence Hadley Marlow  

1ST Jude  Safiyatu  Alden Violet  Atreen  

2SD Arthur Jake Laura Georgios Jago 

2LT Rosa Larry Teresa Briyit  

3LS Ellie Mae Keyan Nathan Aidan  

3NI Georgie Santi Stephany Henry Joseph 

3/4BW Finn Ava Evie Shafi  

4BG Wolfe Sophie Donatas Felix  

4GS Alessandro Henry Rene Charlotte Salome 

5RS Abass George Jadon Aubrey Cavalli 

5OF Amelia Callum Tobias Adeola  

5FM Abemelek Radin Daniel Arthur  

6LM Hameed Virtue Francesco Izzy  

6SB Azariah Amelia Mahnaz Lucy Ozgur 

6KL Einas Sami Neron Aimenya  

 
 

Individual Timestable Rockstars 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Nickell Hamilton Kenza Wolfe Luciano Fayo 

 
 

Timestable Rockstars Winning Classes 
Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

2LT 4GS 5FM 
 

 
House 

Winners 
Rubies! 

 

                                                   
  
 



  



   



   



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


